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Conclusion
• The	legal	and	regulatory	position	of	cryonics	in	the	Anglo-

Saxon	world	is…

• Not	completely	clear

• and	potentially	unstable:

• There	could	be	a	turn	for	the	worse

• But	the	community supporting	cryonics	has	the	opportunity
to	help	society	provide	clearer,	more	stable	support for	
cryonics	in	the	near	future
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“In	the	province	of	British	Columbia, you	can	buy	weed from	a	
vending	machine and	marry	someone	of	the	same	sex,
but	cryonicallypreserving	yourself	is	practically	illegal.”

“Although	the	procedure	itself	is
not	outlawed,	the	government	made	it	

illegal	in	1990	to	advertise	or	market	the	sale
of	a	cryonic	arrangement…”

“…lest	anyone	believe they	might	one	day	
have	the	chance	to	be	brought	back	to	life.”

“The	Only	Anti-Cryonics	Law	in	North	America”

https://motherboard.vice.com/en_us/article/the-only-anti-cryonics-law-in-north-america
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“The	Only	Anti-Cryonics	Law	in	North	America”

http://www.bclaws.ca/Recon/document/ID/freeside/00_04035_01#section14

14 A	person	must	not	offer	for	sale,	or	sell,	an	arrangement	for	
the	preservation	or	storage	of	human	remains	that	is	based	on
(a)	cryonics,
(b)	irradiation,	or
(c)	any	other	means	of	preservation	or	storage,	by	whatever	
name	called,

and	that	is	offered,	or	sold,	on	the	expectation of	the	
resuscitation	of	human	remains	at	a	future	time.

CREMATION,	INTERMENT	AND	FUNERAL	SERVICES	ACT	(2004)

50%? 5%?
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“Why	doesn’t	the	government	
just	say,	‘Cryonics	is	permitted
but	fraudulent	exaggeration of	
the	prospect	of	resuscitation	is	

not	permitted?’”
– Jason	Gratl,

Lawyer	for	Keegan	Macintosh

Keegan	Macintosh has	signed	a	contract	
with	the	Lifespan	Society	of	B.C. to	
cryogenically	preserve	his	body	after	death.

http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/cryonic-macintosh-life-death-1.3864946

“B.C.	man	signs	first-of-its-kind	Canadian	cryonic	contract”

Legal	situation: unclear
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http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2016/11/20/department-of-health-reviewing-

regulations-on-cryonics-after-uk/

“Regulations	on	cryonics	
are	being	reviewed in	
the	wake	of	the	case	of	
a	14-year-old	girl	[JS]	
who	was	frozen	after	
her	death.”

20 Nov 2016
United	Kingdom
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http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2016/11/20/department-of-health-reviewing-

regulations-on-cryonics-after-uk/

Is	cryopreservation	legal?
The	law	is	“a	bit	of	a	vacuum”,	according	to	Professor	
Emily	Jackson,	expert	in	medical	law	and	ethics	at	the	
London	School	of	Economics.
Cryopreservation	is	not	dealt	with by	criminal	law,	and	
is	not	regulated by	the	Human	Tissue	Act	of	2004

20 Nov 2016
United	Kingdom
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http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2016/11/20/department-of-health-reviewing-

regulations-on-cryonics-after-uk/

Karen	Caney,	of	the	British	Institute	of	
Embalmers…	expressed	concern that	[a	Cryonics	
UK	committee	member]	appeared	to	run	his	part	
of	his	operation	from	a	garage in	Sheffield.
She	said:	“Anyone	who	runs	a	training	facility	out	
of	a	garage	is	completely	uninformed.	I	wouldn't	
expect	this	sort	of	thing	to	be	allowed.”

20 Nov 2016
United	Kingdom
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“JS”:	Girl	(aged	14)
Dying	of	cancer
Wanted	cryonics

Es
tr
an
ge
d Mother

Supportive	of	
cryonics

Father
Not supportive	of	

cryonics
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What	JS	wrote	to	the	judge
I	have	been	asked	to	explain why	I	want	this	unusual thing	done.
I’m	only	14	years	old	and	I	don’t	want	to	die,	but	I	know	I	am	
going	to.
I	think	being	cryopreserved	gives	me	a	chance to	be	cured and	
woken	up,	even	in	hundreds	of	years’	time.
I	don’t	want	to	be	buried	underground.	I	want	to	live	and	live	
longer	and	I	think	that	in	the	future	they	might	find	a	cure for	
my	cancer	and	wake	me	up.
I	want	to	have	this	chance.	This	is	my	wish.

http://www.bailii.org/ew/cases/EWHC/Fam/2016/2859.html
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Mr	Justice	Peter	Jackson

“Mr	Hero	Peter	Jackson”

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2016/11/20/department-of-health-reviewing-
regulations-on-cryonics-after-uk/
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Reasons	for	the	judge’s	decision
• Not a	judgement	on	whether	cryonics	has	any	
scientific	basis	or	whether	it	is	right	or	wrong

• “It	was	about	respecting	the	wishes of	a	bright,	
intelligent,	articulate	14	year	old,	who	wanted	
this	thing	to	happen”
– Solicitor	Zoe	Fleetwood

• “Knowing	that	her	wish	to	be	cryopreserved	was	
going	to	be	followed,	gave	her	great	comfort”

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2016/11/20/department-of-health-reviewing-
regulations-on-cryonics-after-uk/
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Judge:	No	inherent	right	to	cryonics
In	English	law,	there	is	no	right to	dictate	the	
treatment	of	one’s	body	after	death.
The	wishes	of	the	deceased	are	relevant,	perhaps	
highly	so,	but	are	not	determinative and	cannot	
bind	third	parties.
The	concept	of	‘proper	disposal’	is	not	defined,	but	
it	is	to	be	noted	that	customs	change	over	time.

http://www.bailii.org/ew/cases/EWHC/Fam/2016/2859.html
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Immortality	and	the	Law:
The	Rising	Power	of	the	American	Dead
(2010)

by
Ray	D.	Madoff
Professor,
Boston	College
Law	School

https://www.bc.edu/bc-web/schools/law/academics-
faculty/faculty-directory/ray-madoff.html
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The	support	of	the	hospital	was	key
The	hospital	trust	is	willing	to	do	what	it	properly	
can	to	cooperate for	the	sake	of	JS,	because	the	
prospect	of	her	wishes	being	followed	will	reduce	
her	agitation	and	distress about	her	impending	
death.
The	decision	centres	entirely	on	what	is	best	for	JS.
The	Trust	is	not	endorsing	cryonics:	on	the	contrary,	
all	the	professionals	feel	deep	unease about	it.

http://www.bailii.org/ew/cases/EWHC/Fam/2016/2859.html
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Judge:	This	does	not	establish	precedent
This	case	does	not set	a	precedent	for	other	cases.
If	another	health	trust	was	ever	to	be	faced	with	a	similar	
situation,	it	would	be	entitled	to	make	its	own	judgment
about	what	was	acceptable	in	respect	of	a	patient	in	its	
care,	and	it	might	very	well	reach	a	different	conclusion,	as	
might	another	court.
There	are	clearly	a	number	of	serious	ethical	issues,	and	I	
have	received	information	about	procedures	performed	on	
the	body	after	death	that	would	be	disturbing to	many	
people.

http://www.bailii.org/ew/cases/EWHC/Fam/2016/2859.html
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Judge:	Events	surrounding	death	of	JS
The	Trust	expressed	very	real	misgivings about	what	occurred	on	the	day	of	JS’s	
death:
1. On	JS’s	last	day,	her	mother	is	said	to	have	been	preoccupied with	the	post-

mortem	arrangements	at	the	expense	of	being	fully	available	to	JS.
2. The	voluntary	organisation	is	said	to	have	been	under-equipped	and	

disorganised,	resulting	in	pressure	being	placed	on	the	hospital	to	allow	
procedures	that	had	not	been	agreed.

3. Although	the	preparation	of	JS’s	body	for	cryogenic	preservation	was	
completed,	and	JS	died	peacefully,	the	way	in	which	the	process	was	handled	
caused	real	concern to	the	medical	and	mortuary	staff.

The	events	in	this	case	suggest	the	need	for	proper	regulation of	
cryonic	preservation	 in	this	country

http://www.bailii.org/ew/cases/EWHC/Fam/2016/2859.html
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Risks	from	external	regulations

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2014/mar/14/europe-gm-crop-regulations
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Risks	from	external	regulations
• Regulations	in	a	field	are	often	shaped	by	an	adverse	incident
• The	overriding	goal	becomes	“prevent	repetitions	of	this	

adverse	incident”,	without	full	attention	to	preserving	the	
benefits of	the	field

• Regulations	may	also	be	hijacked for	other	motivations	(e.g.	
religious,	or	supporters	of	a	rival	industry)

• See	“Chronology	of	Attempted 2004	Cryonics	Legislation	in	
Arizona”
– The	intent	was	to	put	Alcor under	the	regulation	of	the	State	

Funeral	Board	(embalmers)

http://www.alcor.org/Library/html/legislation.html
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https://www.si.com/vault/2003/08/18/348299/what-really-happened-to-ted-williams-a-year-after-
the-jarring-news-that-the-splendid-splinter-was-being-frozen-in-a-cryonics-lab-new-details-
including-a-decapitation-suggest-that-one-of-americas-greatest-heroes-may-never-rest-in#	

“What	Really	Happened	to	Ted	Williams”

August
2003
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Risks	from	external	regulations
Response	by	Brian	Wowk,	organ	preservation	researcher
“Cryonics	as	practiced	by	Alcor does	not	resemble	embalming in	
any	manner.	Even	though	cryonics	is	implemented	after	legal	
death,	Alcor uses medical	methods to	preserve	neurological	
information	in	living	tissue,	not	to	cosmetically	preserve dead	
bodies.
“For	embalmers	to	assume	authority over	procedures	created	
by	brain	resuscitation	experts,	thoracic	surgeons,	
neurosurgeons,	and	organ	preservation	scientists,	would	be	
comparable	to	the	Funeral	Board	assuming	authority	over	the	
job	of	a	brain	surgeon.”

http://www.alcor.org/Library/html/sports.htm

This	battle	was	won.	But	is	the	war	over?
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Six	desired	outcomes,	2017+
1. The	cryonics	community	should	take	the	lead (rather	than	

having	regulations	be	imposed	from	the	outside)
2. Agreement	on	recognised,	respected	standards for	

preparation	and	fulfilment	of	cryopreservation
3. Hospitals	should	be	happy	to	cooperate with	the	process
4. Medical	professionals	should	be	willing	to	be	trained in	these	

skills	and	procedures
5. Ability	to	ensure	“no	autopsy” will	take	place

– (though	non-destructive	tests	could	be	possible)
– Akin	to	existing	“religious	objection	to	autopsy”	laws

6. Ideally,	support	for	elective	cryothanasia
– Currently	clearly	illegal	(e.g.	Thomas	Donaldson,	1993)

Bonus!

Extra	Bonus!


